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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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     Jesus said, " All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you:" (Matt 28:18-20) Does this “discretionary authority” sound like something Jesus would teach?


     We can surely see the fallacy of this but I wonder if we realize that in our own way we can make decisions that set aside God's authority without giving it much thought. If it is right to assemble as saints on a regular basis (Heb. 10: 25) can we at our discretion choose not to do so? If it is right to remember the Lord's death on the first day of the week, (I Cor. 11: 26) can we at our discretion choose not to do so? If it is right to give as we are prospered on the first day, (I Cor. 16: 2) can we at our discretion choose not to do so? If something is condemned by God's word can we at our discretion choose to participate in it anyway? We all know the answers to these questions. Nonetheless many make the wrong choices about such questions every day and it is our choices that determined our relationship to God.


James said, “To him therefore that knoweth to do good and doeth it not, to him it is sin." (James 4:17)


      The a-fore mentioned decisions are made to please men and it matters not by what authority they come. It is only important that we remember that the authority of our Lord is the measure by which we live. As we worship Him let us be submissive to His authority in every aspects of life.





		Joe Phillips








Yesterday a Bristol Magistrates’ Court in Great Britain convicted two men, Michael Overd and Michael Stockwell on “public order offences.” What did they do that resulted in their arrest and conviction? Was it public indecency? Disturbing the peace? Inciting a riot? Sexual harassment? Discharging a firearm? Disorderly conduct? No. It was none of the above. I had to fact check this story, because it almost sounded like something from Babylon Bee. 


     Overd and Stockwell are “street preachers.” On June 6, 2016, they publicly proclaimed that Jesus is “the way, the truth and life” and that He is the only way to God, the Father. 


     According to ChristianConcern.com “during the four-day trial, prosecutor Ian Jackson, claimed: “To say to someone that Jesus is the only God is not a matter of truth. To the extent that they are saying that the only way to God is through Jesus, that cannot be a truth.” 


Further the “prosecutor claimed that quoting parts of the King James Bible in the context of modern British society ‘must be considered to be abusive and is a criminal matter.” 


     “The prosecutor had argued that free speech must yield to multicultural reality in modern Britain, and that there was a clear threat to violence due to the words of the preachers and the criticism of Islam.” 


     “The men were found guilty under Section 31 of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998, for using ‘threatening or abusive words or behavior or disorderly behavior within the hearing or sight of a person likely to be, caused harassment, alarm or distress, thereby, and the offence was religiously aggravated.’” 


    








In a metaphorical way Jesus himself acknowledged that He was the giver and sustainer of spiritual life. “I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.” (Jn 6:51) 


Islamists may complain. Infidels may criticize. And courts may convict evangelists for preaching Christ. But the Bible is still true. Jesus is The Way. The Truth. The Life. 


________________________


   


Our Responsibility As Watchmen





 "Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them a warning from me."�Ezekiel 3:17 


    The watchman was a critical part of ancient cities. He would sit on top of a tower looking for threats. As soon as he saw an enemy approaching he would sound an alarm so that the gates of the city would be closed. Failing to sound the alarm could be costly.


     Ezekiel was called by God to be a watchman for his people. He was not to be afraid, but faithfully warn the people of God's judgments by teaching them all of His Word.


    So I ask the question, who is in your city? You are a watchman for someone. God has placed you in a position of influence and expects you to faithfully sound the alarm and warn with his Word. Who is in your city?


Father, help us to faithfully watch and warn with your Word those whom you have put into our care.





David Maxson








					





How Soon Will it Happen in America?


(And how will we react?)





Ken Weliever





     Michael Phillips, the attorney, representing the street preachers, said: 


This prosecution is nothing more than a modern-day heresy trial – dressed up under the public order act.” Mr. Stockwell said: “Men should be able to proclaim the truth and have diverse differences in the public forum, agreeing to disagree without harm or repercussions. 


     “Truth today is the new hate” He charged that Islamists and other radical groups are trying to silence free speech. 


Aside from British law, or other possible infractions not correctly reported, here is the Truth. Jesus proclaimed, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.” 


Jesus is the Way to God


In John’s prologue he affirms “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” Then he concludes, “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father…” (John 1:1,14). Jesus was and is Deity. He came in the flesh to show us God and to lead us to the Father. 


Jesus is the Truth


“I am the Truth” seems pretty easy to understand. Jesus said he was the embodiment of truth. The essence of truth. The incarnation of truth. John wrote, “For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ” and that He was “full of grace and truth” (v. 17,14). 


Jesus is the Life


Speaking of Jesus, the Incarnate Word, John wrote, “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it” (Jn 1:4-5) 








Discretionary Authority 


All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth. (Matt 28:18)





     From my earliest memories of school lunches, one of the things that stand out most is "fish Friday". It was the practice of the school lunchroom to serve fish every Friday to accommodate the students who were from Catholic homes and believed it was a sin (a violation of church teaching) to eat meat on Friday. I don't know if this is done much today but throughout my school years and on into military service great effort was made to accommodate this belief. 


      For as long as I can remember Catholics have defended this doctrine and those who practice the teachings of the Catholic Church abstain from meat by substituting fish. Right or wrong, credit is due for holding to what they believe. You would think, however, that something so strongly believed would ingrained itself into a person so that to do otherwise would violate the conscience so deeply that they could not do it. After all it has been a for sin a long time.


      During the past week it was announced several times that, because St. Patrick's Day falls on Friday, the Arch Bishop of the Savannah diocese was lifting this ban so Catholics could enjoy corned beef and cabbage (a St Patrick's day staple) if they wished.


     Suddenly it is no longer a sin? When the celebration is over and the restriction is reinstated it will again become a sin? What nonsense!  It is within the right of the Catholic Church to give its "clergy" whatever authority it wishes but the authority required for something like this is abstract from anything in God's


Word and does not come from our Lord.


				Cont. on page 3   

















FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; Donna Simmons mother; 


fighting cancer.   June Guyton; Denise 


Bowman’s mother; Donnie Harper; 


Donna Jo Nash; Jo Sadler;  Gary 


Humfleet, Donna Simmons;  Joyce


and Jack Green;  Tony Waite; Ron Wood  


Remember those who have lost love Ones. 


Remember David Ditter; Randal Rogers


and his family with the passing of Annette                                                                                                                                                                           


Remember Matt Jones, recovering from his 


accident. Joe Phillips, recovering from blood


infection.


Remember all of our little ones and our expecting


Mothers; Tessa Douthitt; Katy Douthitt 


Jessica Jackson; Kristina Brown; 





Life Goes on! Prayer makes it easier!


____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer--Michael Gumbert


Read Scripture---Collins Boayke 


 Song Leader----Phil Schmidt


Lord's Supper—Michael Burke 


   Asst. 1-----Wayne Eastes


   Asst. 2-----Joe Phillips


   Asst. 3-----Mark Robinson


   Asst. 4-----Andrew Burke


   Asst. 5-----Joey Jackson


2nd Prayer---Steve Huff


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announce—Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer----- Zach Adams


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Dustin Adams


Scripture Reading—David McNees


Song Leader-----Jeff Lentz


Second Prayer----Jeremy Brown


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Announce---Jeff Lacquement


Closing Prayer---Perry Betterton


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader----Kaleb Keenan


 Invitation---Anthony Lynch 


 Closing Prayer----Bobby Thornton


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














